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President’s
Foreword

Prof. Dr.

Noor Azlin Yahya

President (2024-2026)
IADR Malaysian Section

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

It gives me great joy to welcome you to the 23rd Annual Scientific Meeting of the IADR
Malaysian Section and the 26th Annual General Meeting, held on 6th September 2025
at the Everly Hotel, Putrajaya.

Our theme this year, “Transforming Dentistry Through Digitalization and Research-
Driven Innovation,” reflects not only the rapid changes in our profession but also the
opportunities we have to grow together as a community. Digital tools and research
breakthroughs are reshaping the way we practice, teach, and advance oral health, and
this meeting provides the perfect platform for us to exchange ideas, challenge
ourselves, and inspire one another.

What makes this gathering truly special is the people. Each of you, whether you are
presenting research, mentoring, learning, or simply supporting colleagues, adds to the
energy and warmth that make the IADR Malaysian Section a strong and close-knit
family.

| would like to sincerely thank the Organising and Scientific Committees for their
dedication, our invited speakers and sponsors for their generous support, and every
participant for making time to be here. It is your contributions that make this meeting
meaningful and memorable.

As we spend this day together, | hope you will not only gain knowledge and insights but
also leave with renewed friendships, fresh inspiration, and a shared pride in being part

of a community that is shaping the future of dentistry.

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” — Helen Keller
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8:00 am. - 8:30 a.m. | Registration

Welcome remarks

8:30 am. - 8:45 am. | Prof. Dr. Noor Azlin Yahya
President, IADR Malaysian Section

Keynote Speaker Talk

The Digital Dental Revolution: From CAD/CAM
to Al-Driven Patient-Centred Care

Prof. Dato' Ir. Dr. Mohammed Rafiq Dato’ Abdul

Kadir
Faculty of Engineering, Universiti Malaya

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Plenary Speaker Talk
Digital Dentistry and 3D Printing: Delivering
9:30 am. - 10:15 a.m. | Better Outcomes to Patients

Dr. Johari Yap Abdullah
School of Dental Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia

10:15 p.m. - 10:45 a.m. | Coffee Break and Poster & Booths Viewing

Symposium 1 Speaker Talk
Exploring the Biomechanics of Dental Materials
10:45 am. - 1115 am. | Through Finite Element Analysis

Assoc. Prof. Dr Siti Mariam Abdul Ghani
Faculty of Dentistry, Universiti Teknologi MARA
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Competitions
11:30 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. e Oral Presentation 1
e Poster Presentation |

12:45 p.m. - 14:00 p.m. | Lunch, IADR Malsec AGM & Poster viewing

Competitions
14:00 p.m. - 16:30 p.m. | e Oral Presentation 2
» Poster Presentation 2

Symposium 2 Speaker Talk
Time to Shift The Paradigm Towards New
Antimicrobials: The Theory of Everything

Assoc. Prof. Dr Umer Daood
16:30 p.m. - 17:30 p.m. | School of Dentistry, IMU University

The Future of Dentures: Merging 3D Printing
and Fundamental Innovation

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Norlela Yacob
Faculty of Dentistry, Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia

17:30 p.m. - 18:00 p.m. | Closing & Award Ceremony
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

PROF. DATO' IR. DR. MOHAMMED RAFIQ DATO' ABDUL KADIR
UNIVERSITI MALAYA

The Digital Dental Revolution: From CAD/CAM to Al-Driven
Patient-Centred Care

ABSTRACT:

The field of dentistry is undergoing a transformative shift, driven by advancements from the
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). This plenary lecture, “The Digital Dental Revolution: From
CAD/CAM to Al-Driven Patient-Centered Care,” explores how digital technologies are
revolutionizing oral healthcare across diagnosis, treatment, and patient engagement. Beginning
with the integration of CAD/CAM systems, dentistry moved from manual craftsmanship to
precise, computer-guided restorations. Today, innovations such as artificial intelligence (Al), 3D
printing, Internet of Things (loT), and cloud-based systems are pushing dentistry into a new era of
personalized care.

The lecture will highlight how Al-assisted diagnostics, digital impressions, smart prosthodontics,
and virtual treatment simulations enhance clinical accuracy, improve patient outcomes, and
streamline workflows. It also addresses how data-driven decision-making, when combined with
human-centered design, supports a more responsive and engaging dental experience. Ultimately,
this talk aims to bridge the gap between technology and patient needs—showing how digital
tools are not only modernizing dental practices but also making care more predictive, preventive,
and personalized. Attendees will gain insights into current trends, real-world applications, and the
future direction of research-driven innovation in digital dentistry.

BIOGRAPHY:

Dato’ Rafiq is a visionary academic leader, renowned for his transformative leadership and
innovative thinking. As the founding Dean of UTM’s Faculty of Engineering—one of Asia’s largest,
with nearly 700 academics and 10,000 students—he led the faculty through the COVID-19 crisis
with his bold “Business NOT as Usual” approach, launching high-impact initiatives that reshaped
the academic landscape. Notably, he introduced the Distinguished Lecture Series, attracting 114
professors from 32 countries, and the Captain of Industry Programme, which engaged 31 global
CEOs—both fostering strong international and industry ties while saving nearly RM4 million. These
efforts established the newly formed faculty on solid financial and reputational ground.

In research, Dato’ Rafiq is listed among the World's Top 2% Scientists by Stanford. He founded
the Medical Devices & Technology Group (MEDITEG), which evolved into a Centre of Excellence,
securing 94 research projects worth RMI2 million, graduating 46 PhDs and 38 Master’s students,
and producing over 300 Web of Science publications with more than 7,000 citations (h-index
45). Recognized as Malaysia’'s #1 Inventor (2010-2016), he holds 35 granted patents,
demonstrating his strength in innovation. Dato’ Rafig's enduring impact in academia, research,
and leadership positions him as a sought-after figure in Malaysia and internationally—an inspiring
force in advancing education, science, and innovation



















































